HEMPFIELD HOMESCHOOL CO-OP WINS CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA REGIONAL FUTURE CITY ® COMPETITION

CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM NOW HEADS TO FINALS IN 
WASHINGTON DC, FEBRUARY 18-22
Harrisburg, PA January 22, 2011, – A team of students from Hempfield Homeschcool Co-op has won the Central Pennsylvania Regional National Engineers Week Future City ® Competition.

They dedicated their future city project to “finding a reliable and effective treatment system that improves the quality of life and comfort for citizens suffering from Parkinson’s disease”.  It just so happens that a father of one of the students on the team suffers from Parkinsons and was there in attendance today to cheer for his son as they won the grand prize.
The winning students, Rachel Schulz, Eric Bailey, Mason Miller, Ivy Espenshade, Ryan Bailey, teamed up with their teacher, Kristen Lowery and their volunteer engineer mentor Dr. Ed Schulz.  The competition took place at The State Museum of Pennsylvania on January 22, 2011.

The five students on the winning team were offered $10,000 scholarships to attend The Harrisburg University of  Science and Technology to pursue their dreams of becoming an engineer.  The scholarship will be $2,500 per year and the students need to enroll as freshman at the university.  
“It has always been our goal since starting this program in 2006 to provide scholarships for the students involved.  We are so appreciative to Harrisburg University and their commitment to the community and to the students.  It is a remarkable statement by the university to support them, their efforts and their passion for learning and education.” Stated founder and Regional Coordinator, Bill Sutton.
In addition to winning the scholarships the team will now travel to Washington DC to compete in the 19th Annual Future City National Finals (www.futurecity.org), scheduled for February 18-22, 2011 at the Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill. The National Finals grand prize is a trip to Space Camp in Alabama, provided by National Finals host Bentley Systems, Incorporated, the leading company dedicated to providing comprehensive software solutions for the infrastructure that sustains our world. The second place team receives $5,000 from the National Society of Professional Engineers and third place wins $2,000 from IEEE-USA for their schools’ technology programs.  Shell is also a national sponsor for the competition.
“Every year something hits me and reminds me that this program is valid and meaningful.  I met the father of Mason Miller after the competition and he explained that he had Parkinson’s and he was so impressed by the efforts of all of the students to solve these immense health related issues.  I knew right then and there we had made a positive impact.  It was a wonderful feeling.” Explained Founder and Regional Coordinator, Bill Sutton.
 “This is a fantastic experience for the students.  They worked hard on this project literally year round and look forward to this day when they get to present their work.  We are so excited to return to Washington D.C. for the second straight year” exclaimed their teacher, Kristen Lowery.
Central Pennsylvania runners up include:

2nd Place: Warwick Middle School and their city Muntanya Joia
3rd Place: Middletown Middle School and their city Anubasclopeus
4th Place: Steelton-Highspire Junior High School and their city Rainbow Cure
More than 33,000 students from 1,000 middle schools in 35 regions across the country are participating in the Future City regional competitions.  For those wishing to compete in next year’s competition, please contact William Sutton at 717-314-5778 and wsutton@wohlsen.com or visit their website www.futurecitypa.com.
About the Competition

Students create cities on computers using the SimCity™ 4 Deluxe software, provided by Electronic Arts, and then build three-dimensional, tabletop models to scale.  To ensure a level playing field, models must use recycled materials and can cost no more than $100 to build.  Students must present and defend their designs at the competition before a panel of engineer judges who test the depth of the teams’ knowledge. Students start with a research essay describing their concept.  They are also required to write a City Narrative outlining the key features of their city.  This year’s topic is “Providing a Reliable and Effective Health Care Product or System That Improves a Sick, Injured or Disabled Patient’s Quality of Life and Comfort.”   
This year’s engineer judges in Central Pennsylvania included:
Ryan Mastowski - Rettew 

Alison Hingley -    Dawood Engineering, Inc. 

Bob Pento – PennDOT 

Ken Jones – Wilbur Smith Associates 

Gerren Wagner – Energy Opportunities, Inc. 

Rosanna Smithnosky – URS Corporation 

Chris May – Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. 

Laconie Jackson – PennDOT 

David Geifer – m2t Technologies, LLC 

Jason Bowes – WBCM, LLC 

In addition to the grand prize of a trip to Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama, the second place team receives a $5,000 scholarship from the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) for its school’s technology program. Third place receives a $2,000 scholarship from IEEE-USA for that school’s technology program. The 19th Annual Future City Competition for sixth, seventh and eighth grade students is sponsored in part by the National Engineers Week Foundation, a consortium of professional and technical societies and major U.S. corporations. Bentley Systems, Incorporated supports the national finals and Shell is also a national sponsor for the competition. 
About Engineers Week 

The National Engineers Week Foundation, a formal coalition of more than 100 professional societies, major corporations and government agencies, is dedicated to ensuring a diverse and well-educated future engineering workforce by increasing understanding of and interest in engineering and technology careers among young students and by promoting pre-college literacy in math and science.  Engineers Week also raises public understanding and appreciation of engineers' contributions to society.  Founded in 1951, it is among the oldest of America's professional outreach efforts.  Co-chairs for 2011 are Raytheon and the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE).

For more information, visit www.eweek.org.   

Local support for the Central Pennsylvania competition is provided by:
Harrisburg University, Bentley Systems, Highmark, Gannett Fleming, Association of Builders and Contractors, Association of Highway Engineers, Raudenbush Engineering, American Society of Civil Engineers, Wohlsen Construction, 

CONTACT:
William Sutton / 717-314-5778 (cell)
